Proc. roy. Soc. Med. Volume 61 May1968 penicillins and cephalosporins have been shown to have in vitro synergy against beta-lactamaseproducing bacteria, and may be used in the therapy of urinary tract infections. An interesting combination of mepacrine, which is an antimutagen, with streptomycin has been shown to prevent the development of resistance; this would seem to disprove the concept that streptomycin resistance is a natural phenomenon.
The most recent source of antibiotics to be described is the oak tree. Although a neat suspension of an acorn is lethal for a mouse a suitable extract can protect it against staphylococcal infection; regrettably not all species of oak tree have this property.
Several recent modifications of familiar antibiotics are introduced. Unfortunately commerce dictates that not all the antibiotics mentioned are marketed in this country; thus the reader is left at times rather frustrated. Nevertheless the chemist, the research worker and the clinician will all find that this is a valuable reference book.
S W B NEWSOM
A New Look at Industrial Medicine by Ray L Luffingham MB BS DIH pp xii + 103 12s 6d London: Pitman Medical 1967 This book is thoughtful and provocative and might have initiated some of the public discussion which it says is sadly lacking. But too many statements lack evidencethere is no bibliography-and carry little conviction. Thus, the provision of free medicine by the NHS removed from people 'the stimulus to look after their own health and to keep fit'. The ultimate test of medical practice is not its influence on morbidity and mortality but 'the quality of the relationship between the doctor and the patient'. And perhaps most surprisingly of all from an industrial medical officer' . . . managers generally seem to have a built-in resistance to taking advice from anyone, however well qualified he may be'.
Almost all of the Dale Committee recommendations, including 'advice on industrial hygiene', are criticised adversely, and the following services are proposed instead: mobile dressing stations and physiotherapists; routine medical examinations with co-ordination between the school health service and pre-employment examinations by the appointed factory doctor, which should have 'a more purposeful object', though this is not specified; research into ageing; an industrial consultant service; the screening of selected groups for subclinical diseases; the integration of therapeutic and rehabilitation services; and electronic data processing.
The jacket says that contributors to the 'New Look' series are young enough to be impatient of habitual attitudes which stand in the way of progress. But the organization of industrial medicine has reached a stage where impatience is not enough. Future changes, and expansion, of the kinds suggested will depend on the production of evidence that the resources required will produce as great a benefit to society as they would elsewhere. Therefore the cost-benefit ofeach ofthe component functions of industrial medicine should be considered and if possible determined. Unfortunately this book produces no such consideration nor appears to recognize the need of it. This volume is intended for the undergraduate and postgraduate student who wishes to acquire a knowledge of cardiology, enabling him to understand a complex subject in a reasonably short time. The authors base their subject matter on the physiological principles inseparable from the teaching of cardiology and the clear, precise note form of the text enhances the overall impression of efficiency. There is emphasis on congenital heart and acquired valvular disease for, as the authors state, these lend themselves most favourably to physiological interpretation and surgical treatment. In this lies the unusual but refreshing quality of the book, for Dr Fleming and Mr Braimbridge, the one a cardiologist and the other a cardiac surgeon, give equal importance to the medical and surgical aspects throughout. The description of each cardiac condition is developed logically from its anatomy, haemodynamic abnormalities, physiological interpretation of the symptoms and physical signs, to the medical treatment, the indications for surgery, the surgery available and its results. The student therefore gains a balanced view of cardiology, an understanding of each and every type of cardiac operation employed today, and learns this in the proper context of a medical textbook. The numerous simple line diagrams are of a high standard. This book is a welcome addition to the Lecture Notes series and should gain wide popularity.
CECIL SYMONS
Practical An2sthesia for Lung Surgery by Ruth Mansfield and Richard Jenkins pp 193 illustrated 50s London: Bailiere, Tindall & Cassell 1967 During the last decade the problems of an&sthesia for lung surgery have been greatly simplified by the improvements in pre-operative patient care, but with more extensive surgery the post-opera-
